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In the Name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
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St Michael’s Youth Conference went off without a hitch this year,
and on behalf of the conferees and the staff, I extend a huge thank-
you to all of you for hosting, and especially to those who worked
or helped out in any way. It was a great week. And I’m exhausted!
I didn’t have a lot of time to work up a half-decent sermon, but
since you can’t celebrate the Holy Eucharist without a
proclamation of the Gospel, I want to offer you a little something
from the readings to think about.

At the end of today’s second lesson St Paul says, 

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of
view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of
view, we know him no longer in that way.  So if anyone is in
Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away;
see, everything has become new! 

It may be helpful to rearrange those two sentences in order to get
a better handle on what he’s talking about. “If anyone is in Christ,
there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see,
everything has become new.” What he means by that is that every
person who has responded to the love of Jesus Christ has submitted
to a total makeover. To cite the baptismal promises, when you
accept Jesus as your Savior, when you renounce sin in all its forms,
when you turn to Jesus, putting your whole trust in him, and
promise to follow and obey him as your Lord, you turn your back
on the old life. 

An important point here needs to be clarified: it seems really odd,
when we’re getting ready to baptize a baby, that we talk about him

turning away from the old life of sin. That can be confusing. What
kind of sinful life has that newborn baby been living? What kind of
mischief has he been getting up to when his parents aren’t
watching? Well, of course the answer is none. It’s not anything the
baby has done, but what he’s been born into. It’s the old life of the
fallen world, the sinful condition that our first ancestors introduced,
and that we’ve all been struggling with ever since. So when parents
and godparents make those declarations on behalf of that baby,
they’re committing themselves to giving that child every
advantage, doing everything they possibly can to make sure that
baby grows up in the house of the Lord. That’s why, when I
baptize a child and then hardly ever see him or his parents in
church afterward, I want to knock their heads together– not
literally, but you know– because they’re not taking seriously the
promises they made before God. Those promises are no less
important than the ones you make to the bank when you take out
a loan, or to the people of the United States when you join the
military. In fact they’re far more important, because life in Christ
is far more important than those, or anything else you can think of.

Being baptized is a life-changing event. Saying yes to Jesus is a
life-changing adventure. You’ve been freed from the grip of sin,
however old you were when it happened, you’ve been reborn into
the new life in Christ. “Everything old has passed away; everything
has become new”– including your outlook, the way you view
others around you and the way you view the world. No one is your
enemy, no one is in any way less than you. Everyone has been
created in the image of God, and your job, your mission from God,
is to help them polish that image that’s been tarnished by sin, just
as ours has. Coming back to the baptismal promises, our vow is to
“seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as
yourself” (BCP 305). 

“From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of
view”– we regard them the way God regards them, we reverence
his image that they bear. “even though we once knew Christ from



a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way.”
Before his conversion, Paul didn’t believe that Jesus is God, he
regarded him from a human point of view, so he actively
persecuted the followers of Jesus. But after his personal encounter
with Christ on the road to Damascus when he was struck blind, and
his baptism, when his sight was restored, he point of view changed.
And so it has for every person who confesses that Jesus is Lord and
believes that God raised him from the dead. From that point on, we
regard the world and everyone in it from Jesus’ point of view, no
exceptions. In the Name of ...
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