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Proper: Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 36:5-10; 1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

a     a     a

At a wedding rehearsal in another parish one summer we were
going through all the movements in the service, and I told the
happy couple that after the final blessing I would have them stand
so that I could introduce them as Mr. and Mrs..., at which point the
maid of honor, the sister of the bride, interrupted and said, “Please
don’t introduce her as Mrs Chris Frame; she has a name!”
Everybody laughed, even though she was dead serious. But what
she didn’t know was that I was going to say was Mr and Mrs Chris
and Amanda Frame. But when we got to that point in the wedding
the next day, I introduced them as Mrs Amanda Frame and her
husband, which got a great laugh out of everybody, especially
everybody who had been at the rehearsal.

It reminded me of my aunt Edith who, whenever she phoned a
business or a repairman, etc., would never give her own name, but
would always say, “This is Mrs Fraser McIntosh.” She was what
we’d call old-school now, one of the last generations of women
who understood their identity as being tied up with their husbands.
My mother still addresses our Christmas cards to “the Rev. and
Mrs Ian Wetmore,” whereas the ones we get from younger people
say, “Cathy and Ian Wetmore.” 

You can see from those two examples how things have changed in
just a generation or two. I imagine most people think the older way,
the wife identifying herself as Mrs John Doe, came out of the
Christian understanding of marriage in which, as Jesus teaches, the
man “shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife,
and the two shall become one flesh... So they are no longer two,
but one flesh” (Mt 19:5-6). But the fact is that up until the early

1800s, only women in particular positions were addressed as Mrs,
e.g. the widowed or unmarried head of a household or a female
business owner, or the usually unmarried head cook or
housekeeper, like Mrs Hughes or Mrs Patmore on Downton Abbey.
Common women were simply called Jane Doe, or John Doe’s wife.
So the notion that “Mr and Mrs John Doe” represents a Christian
understanding of marriage is just a case of reading a modern
practice into an ancient situation.

Nevertheless, the man leaves his parents and cleaves to his wife,
and for a relatively brief period in our Western culture, she would
take his name. And modern brides often don’t take their husbands’
last name, which is perfectly fine. After all, nobody had a last name
until sometime in the Middle Ages. And the modern bride certainly
doesn’t feel that same need to identify herself with her husband so
completely as to take his first name too, like Aunt Edith did. 

Anyway, there’s a lot of stuff going on in the gospel we just read.
It has implications for a lot of things that the Church believes and
understands, and not just with regard to Christian marriage. The
Prayer Book marriage service says that “our Lord Jesus Christ
adorned this manner of life by his presence and first miracle at a
wedding in Cana of Galilee” (p.423). That statement in that context
is only concerned with that miracle as it relates to Christian
marriage. But there was a lot more going on in Cana that day. Our
main concern when we read it apart from a wedding, like on the 2nd

Sunday after Epiphany, has to do with Jesus manifesting his divine
power over creation, including the power to combine two
individuals into one flesh. Let’s go from the general to the
particular.

We have to understand that nothing that happened that day in Cana
was by chance. The timing of everything was according to God’s
providence. 

First the wedding feast itself. In the Old Testament as in the
Church, marriage symbolized the union of God with his people
Israel. So in addition to celebrating the marriage of a man and a



woman, Jews also celebrated their union with God as being like a
marriage (Orthodox Study Bible). This particular wedding took place on
the third day after Jesus’ baptism. John begins this story by saying,
“On the third day...,” which he does on purpose, because, where
else do we hear that expression? “On the third day he rose again”
(Creed). Now remember that baptism is a death to sin, and when we
are baptized we are united with Christ, as St Paul says, married to
Christ, you might say, in a death like his (Rom 6.5). So, seen in this
light, changing water into wine shows Christ’s power to bring
about a new creation, to raise the old earthly creature up to become
something higher and greater, as he plans to do with us on the last
day and bring us to the marriage supper of the Lamb (Rev 19). 

So what Jesus displays in this miracle is that he, the Word which
God spoke to create all things from nothing, is able to use that
same creative power to recreate existing things in whatever way he
chooses. Water is an ordinary substance. We drink it every day–
we need it to stay alive. But wine is extraordinary. We have it on
special occasions, for gatherings of family and friends, for
holidays– and for weddings. So his act of turning water into wine–
taking ordinary stuff and making something extraordinary out of
it– on the third day points to the resurrection of the dead, both his
and ours, when he will take our mortal bodies and raise them to
immortality. Water sustains life, but wine celebrates life. That’s the
first thing that Jesus revealed with this miracle.

But the fact that he does this at a wedding reveals something else,
something that has to do both with God’s relationship to his people,
and with the marital relationship between a man and a woman, and
how the two relationships are intimately connected. As the Prayer
Book says, Jesus adorned marriage by his presence at the wedding
in Cana. In the same way, he blesses every marriage over which his
Name is invoked, and especially so when the wedding includes a
celebration of the Holy Eucharist, because then he makes himself
physically present in the Sacrament, not just spiritually.  

“The bond and covenant of marriage was established by God in

creation,” the Prayer Book says, “in the time of mannes
innocencie” is how the original Prayer Book puts it (1549–1962). God
brought the first man and woman together, before they committed
the first sin, in the time of their innocency. According to Genesis
he took the material to make the woman out of the side of the man.
He made two out of one so that they could be companions for each
other, so that they could love one another, so that love could flow
out of each other and not just be pent up inside themselves. He took
one flesh and made two out of it in order to form a complementary,
cooperative, and procreative relationship And God blessed that
marriage, and saw that it was very good, just like everything else
he created (Gen 1:28, 31). By attending the wedding feast at Cana,
Jesus reaffirmed all of this. He blessed the marriage just by
showing up. 

Then when his mother intercedes with him on behalf of everyone
else (and we haven’t got time to talk here about what that says
about her role as the Church’s leading intercessor), he performs his
first miracle, or ‘sign’ as St John says. John includes only seven
signs in his gospel, in addition to Jesus’ own resurrection. Seven is
the biblical number of perfection/completion, so John’s seven signs
demonstrate that Jesus possesses all the power of God, because he
is God. 

God goes to a wedding, and his mother communicates to him that
the wine has run out. She doesn’t tell him what needs to be done.
Being the Mother of God, she has spent most of her life in the
unique position of seeing God’s providence being worked out more
clearly than anyone else, ever. Right at the beginning, when the
archangel came to her, she said, “Be it unto me according to thy
word.” Having said that, “she then bore in her body for nine
months the one who bears the universe in his hands”(Rodney Whitacre,

John, IVP: 1999, 80). She is our supreme model of trust and submission
to the will of God. She turns to the waiters and says, “Do whatever
he tells you”– be it unto you according to his word. That’s her word
to all of us as well. So they bring six pots of water and her Son
makes it into over a hundred gallons of wine.



This is where we remember that a Jewish and Christian weddings
are a symbol and a celebration of the union of God with his people.
By this miracle Jesus affirms that symbolism. And coupled with his
own teaching afterward, and he teaching of the apostles,
particularly John and Paul, what he is doing here is holding up
Christian marriage as an image of the mystical (=mysterious) union
between himself and his Church (which the Prayer Book marriage
service also teaches, p.423). He turns water into wine. He combines
a man and a woman into one flesh in holy matrimony. Water
sustains life; wine celebrates life. Man is made in the image of
God; a married couple is an image of the marriage between Christ
and his Church. And increasingly foreign to modern people, the
Bride of Christ, the Church, finds her identity solely in her
Bridegroom, like Aunt Edith. So we could think of the Church as
Mrs Jesus Christ, and she doesn’t understand herself in any other
way. In the age of identity politics, for the Christian to say, with St
Paul, that “I have died, and my life is hidden with Christ in God”
(Col 3:3), that my whole identity is wrapped up in the life, death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, is becoming more and more radical
and counter-cultural. And it’s yet another example of how the
kingdoms of this world are increasingly at odds with the kingdom
of God.

The Christian life is not all about me– it’s not about me at all. And
Christian marriage is not all about the couple. In fact the couple is
of secondary importance in terms of what marriage signifies. Every
Christian married couple is an icon, a reflection, of the mystical
marriage of Christ and his Church. Their calling and obligation as
husband and wife is to be faithful to one another as Christ and his
Church are faithful, and if possible to be fruitful in conceiving and
raising up godly children just as Christ and the Church baptize and
nurture faithful disciples. The Church can’t emphasize either of
these things strongly enough to her people. The divorce rate in
North America has been dropping over the past several years,
thanks be to God. But still we need to reinforce the understanding
among Christians that marriage is for life, and that being faithful to

one person till death is a holy icon of our Lord’s eternal fidelity to
his Church. Of course human sin can make it impossible to sustain
a marriage in some cases. But God is merciful. And no
unfaithfulness on the Church’s part, no kind of rejection of him
will make him love her any less. That is the attitude that he desires
to cultivate in Christian couples, along with a zeal for the Gospel
and a deep love for God, which they have pledged to nurture in
their children as well.

There’s one other thing that this event in Cana points to, and that
all these aspects of it that I’ve talked about are bound up in. And
that is Good Friday. What is the substance that Jesus used to work
this miracle in Cana? Water. What did he turn it into? Wine. When
the guard at the foot of the cross drove his spear into the heart of
Jesus to make sure he was dead, what two substances came out?
Water and blood. And what two sacraments do they signify?
Baptism and the Holy Eucharist. These are the things that create
and give life to the Church. The Church was created on Good
Friday when the water and blood flowed from her Lord’s pierced
side, just as Eve was created out of the side of Adam. Do you see
the connection? By the miracle of regeneration, renewal of life,
rebirth, we are adopted as God’s children through the water of
baptism, and made members of Christ’s Bride the Church. And by
a miracle of the same Lord who turned water into wine, ordinary
bread and wine become his Body and Blood with which he washes
away the sins of his people and nourishes his Church for eternal
life. 

That apparently simple act of turning water into wine comprehends
a whole lot of eternal significance. And if we were really to take
the time to think about it seriously, and meditate on what it all
means for us and for our salvation, all that we’d be able to do
would be to sit still and gaze at Jesus on the cross in silent awe and
adoration. In the Name of ...

a.m.d.g.
Ian C. Wetmore+


