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In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Swiss theologian Hans Urs von Balthasar, one of the leading 

Catholic scholars of the last century, wrote this about Easter: 

Let us translate what happened into terms of our everyday life: 

a friend of ours is dying. We visit him; we watch him becoming 

weaker and weaker; we hear his final words and exhortations, 

his last will and testament; we see the no longer intelligible 

movements of his lips; we are privileged to be present... we hear 

the long drawn-out rattle that finally subsides in a terrible gasp 

as the stony weight of existence collapses upon its broken 

carrier and buries it. We deal with the cold corpse, wash and 

anoint it, wrap it in cloths and bandages according to ancient 

custom, lower the coffin into the ground, throw the shovelful of 

earth on top, fill in the grave, slide the gravestone into place, 

seal the grave and set a guard. We go home and crawl around 

like disoriented, half-dead flies, like beings whose present is 

submerged in the past and to whom the future blows as down a 

drafty pipe. 

I bet a lot of you have felt something like that at the death of a 

loved one. Fr von Balthasar continues: 

The next day the man we buried stands before us and greets us 

as if he has just come back from a journey. For our part, we do 

not know whether to laugh or cry; nothing like this is 

anticipated within the range of human experience and 

emotion... Thus while the event explodes upon us and reveals 

such vast dimensions that we dare not trust ourselves to it or 

believe it, because to us mortals it seems inhuman, he shows us 

his hands and feet and side... in order to prove that he really was 

there... really was in the land of death and shadows... From this 

realm... he returns and shows his wounds. The open wounds 

allow us to see through, as it were, to what was, a past that, as 



such, is past; they also allow us to see what was– what, 

evidently, now is– and what will be. (You Crown the Year with Your 

Goodness). 

That’s a lot to take in, so it’s worth rereading a few times. And 

you can do that later this morning when it’s uploaded to the 

church website.  

Easter morning is all very confusing. Mary Magdalene and the 

other women were first on the scene, while it was still dark, to 

give the body a proper anointing, because there wasn’t enough 

time before sundown Friday. Luke says that they found the stone 

rolled away already, so they went in, probably presuming that 

some of the men had opened the grave for them already. But when 

they went in they found it empty. Thus the confusion begins. 

“Suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them”—

angels. The women were afraid and bowed low to the ground. 

“Why look for the living among the dead?” said the angels, “He’s 

not here, but was raised, just as he promised, remember?” So they 

ran to tell the eleven apostles, who didn’t believe them until Peter 

went to investigate, and came back amazed. But still there was no 

sign of Jesus. He wouldn’t come to them until that evening. 

Reading the gospels, it seems that things took a long time to sink 

in. Jesus appeared to his disciples several more times over the 

course of the next forty days. So when von Balthasar says that our 

Lord’s open wounds allow us “to see what was– what, evidently, 

now is– and what will be,” he’s putting into a nutshell something 

that took the better part of a month and a half to become clear. 

And they needed that time to process what had happened over 

those three days that were so filled with excitement and terror and 

grief. Come Sunday morning the disciples were emotionally 

exhausted. They had watched their master die, whom they had 

followed for three years, and had come to believe was the Son of 

God and the Hope of Israel. But having watched his gruesome 

suffering and death, how could they believe any of this anymore? 

“Thus while the event explodes upon us and reveals such vast 

dimensions that we dare not trust ourselves to it or believe it,” von 

Balthasar says, “because to us mortals it seems inhuman, he 



shows us his hands and feet and side.” It really is him! What to do 

now? They believe, really and truly. And their lives are changed. 

How could anyone’s life not change after seeing all that? 

A week later when Thomas finally got to see him for the first time, 

Jesus said, 

“Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand 

and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas 

answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, 

“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are 

those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” (Jn 20:27-

29) 

Blessed are we who have not seen and yet have believed. Apart 

from the way we normally understand that last statement, I 

sometimes think of it as meaning, blessed are we because we 

didn’t have to watch all this unfold, because I don’t think I would 

have had the emotional resources or the spiritual conviction to 

hang around and watch it. 

Blessed are we who have not seen and yet have believed. And 

because we have believed, the question is put to us: What to do 

now? How do we respond to the resurrection of Jesus? After 

preaching about it on the day of Pentecost, Luke says that Peter’s 

audience was “cut to the heart” and said to Peter and the others, 

“What shall we do?” And Peter said to them, “Repent and be 

baptized, every one of you...” (Acts 2.37-38). According to Paul 

that’s a loaded statement. Baptism is the first act of faith. It’s the 

first thing that we’re supposed to do when we believe. And from 

the moment of baptism we are changed. Paul teaches that in 

baptism we are crucified with Christ, and have died to sin, so that 

through his resurrection we are raised to new life in him (Rom 6.6).  

“If then you have been raised with Christ,” Paul says in Romans, 

“seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right 

hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on 

things that are on earth.” Christ has redeemed us and we now 

belong to him. Redemption has to do with slavery, so when a slave 

is redeemed he becomes the property of the person who paid the 



price. And the first duty of a slave is unwavering loyalty to the 

master. No longer do we look to our old master which, in our case, 

is sin. “For you have died,” Paul says, “and your life is hidden 

with Christ in God.” Christ has broken the chains of death and 

freed himself from the things that bound him in the world, and he 

raises up with him all who believe in him. And we, having died 

to sin in baptism and been raised to the new life in Christ, have 

severed our worldly ties and bound ourselves to a new life and a 

new way of living. It’s a change of relation to God and to the 

world. And if we’re serious about that change, it has to lead to a 

change of attitude and a change of conduct.  

What to do? We must rise above what is past by putting to death 

(mortifying) whatever is evil in us—dishonesty, lust, envy, greed, 

anger, pride. Put them all away, Paul says, and “put on the new 

nature, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of 

its creator.” And how do we do this? With God’s help. He gives 

us the help we need to live the new life of following his 

commandments and walking in his holy ways—it’s called grace. 

First of all he gives us his Church and his Word, which are 

inseparable. If each of us took the Word and left the Church, we 

would all go off in our own direction, depriving ourselves of 

Christian fellowship, communion with all the other children of 

God, and of the sacramental life, and of all that collective, godly 

wisdom, and prayerful interpretation of the Word and the 

communal discernment of God’s will. If we took the Church and 

left the Word, we would become a group with no corporate 

identity and no reason to be, because we will have abandoned the 

chief means of knowing the will and the mind of God. He gives 

us the sacraments, those special means of grace by which he gives 

us life and feeds us, which are only available through the ministry 

of the Church. And he gives us one another to encourage and 

support, to pray with and to testify to the resurrection and to God’s 

goodness. You can’t get any of that on your own; you have be 

involved in the life of the Church for all of that. Because that’s 

where we meet and worship with other people who have died with 

Christ and been raised to the new life, and where together we form 



the Body of Christ. And like a human body, Paul teaches that the 

Body of Christ functions best when each member does what God 

has gifted us to do for sake good of the whole body.  

And why do we do all this? Because God has given his Church 

two things above all to do, which we can do most effectively only 

when we are functioning as a strong healthy body: to worship him 

in Spirit and in truth, and to testify to the world that Christ is risen 

from the dead and that he is Lord of all creation. May he who has 

raised up Christ for us, and raised us up with Christ, by his 

continual help enable us to live the risen life, so that when Christ 

who is our life appears, we also may appear with him in glory. In 

the Name of… 
a.m.d.g. 

Ian C. Wetmore+ 


