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In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

I’d like to take you back to Ash Wednesday, when we began the 

penitential journey that has led us to this feast of absolution, of 

new life, of liberation from the ancient curse. For without the 

journey this celebration is not as full as it could have been. It’s 

sort of like if we were to walk past a ballroom where a wedding 

reception is going on and we decide to join the celebration without 

knowing the bride or the groom or anyone else. Sure, we can 

celebrate with them and be happy for them; but it’s not as if we 

were celebrating something significant that has happened in our 

lives or in the lives of people we know well. So it’s not as 

meaningful for us as it is for the invited guests. I realize this 

analogy could lead straight into a sermon on the parable of the 

wedding feast and what happened to the person who wasn’t 

properly dressed for it, but that’s for another day. So back to Ash 

Wednesday. 

The Church put on her penitential colours and invited all of us to 

come to the rail, to the same place where we receive Holy 

Communion, and to have a cross of ashes smeared over the same 

spot where we were sealed with the sign of the cross in baptism, 

this time as a sign of repentance for our share in the sin for which 

Jesus went to the cross. We were told how sinful we are. And as 

the ashes were imposed on our foreheads, we were reminded of 

our legacy as children of Adam: “Remember that you are dust, 

and to dust you shall return.”  

“So we hear on Ash Wednesday,” wrote David Mills, “that in 

Adam all died, which means that we are dead in our sins. It is a 

fact of some importance, but one we spend most of our lives 

ignoring.” But we weren’t left there without hope. God never 

leaves us without the hope of a way out of our sinfulness. And so 



the Church always couples the message of sin with the promise of 

absolution. “In Christian worship,” Mills says, “you cannot avoid 

the Christian hope. Sin does not have the final word, even here 

[on Ash Wednesday], when your doom is being pronounced.” 

Because the message we hear from the prophet Joel just before 

we receive the ashes is, “Return to the Lord, your God, for he is 

gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 

love” (Joel 2.13). And very shortly after kneeling at the rail to receive 

the ashes and to be told that we are dust, we kneel there again to 

receive the Body and Blood of Christ—the assurance of God’s 

“favor and goodness towards us” (BCP p. 339). 

And we’re reminded yet again in the liturgy on Easter Day, in the 

second lesson we’ll be reading tomorrow morning in fact, “as in 

Adam all die.” But that declaration can’t be separated from the 

rest of the sentence as St Paul wrote it: “For as in Adam all die, 

so all will be made alive in Christ” (1Cor 15:22). How did this 

happen? The Creed explains the work of Christ, “who for us men 

and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate 

by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, And was made man, And 

was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.” (I’m quoting the 

old translation of the Creed because, as Bishop NT Wright says, 

all the modern ones are burdened with various agendas.) To be a 

child of Adam is to be a person for whom the Son of God became 

man, suffered, died, and rose again. God has made a covenant 

with Adam’s children. For our part, we enter into the covenant 

through repentance. That’s one of the two requirements for 

baptism—repentance and belief in Jesus, which is another thing 

we’re going to hear in the lessons tomorrow morning: “Repent, 

and be baptized every one of you,” Peter said in his very first 

sermon, “in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be 

forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 

2:38). For his part, God has sealed the covenant with the blood of 

his Son, shed “for us and for our salvation.” And he incorporates 

each one of us into that covenant through baptism, where we die 

to sin and are raised to new life in Christ, and given the promise 

of life with God in his eternal kingdom. 



So the whole business of these past six weeks and a bit, from Ash 

Wednesday to today, is to remind us not only who we are by our 

own choice and by heredity, but also who we are by God’s choice 

and God’s action. We are children of Adam by birth; but we are 

children of God by rebirth. David Mills says, “You are dust, yes, 

but you are redeemed dust, you are the dust that God will 

reassemble. You may [now] look forward to the resurrection of 

the dead and the life of the world to come. After all, the God who 

created us from the dust of the earth can just as easily recreate us 

from the dust into which we have decayed.”  

And God has begun to do just that by sending his Son to the cross, 

by resurrecting him from the dead, by opening to us the way of 

resurrection through our baptism, by feeding us with his Son’s 

Body and Blood, and supplying us will all other graces that will 

help us to come to that resurrection day. All we need to do is ask 

for it, and cooperate with it, and keep on asking for it every day 

of life. “Don’t you know,” Paul says, “that all of us who have been 

baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?” We have 

died to sin and been buried with him, so that just as he was raised 

from the dead, we too will be raised from the dead. “For if we’ve 

been joined to him in a death like his, we will certainly be joined 

to him in the same kind of resurrection.”  Therefore, Paul 

concludes (and so will I), from now on “you also must consider 

yourselves dead to sin.” We laugh when we hear somebody say, 

“You’re dead to me.” But we need to be dead serious when we 

say that about sin.  We are dead to sin, “and alive to God in Christ 

Jesus.” And that’s the glory of Easter! In the Name of… 
a.m.d.g. 
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