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In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Juneteenth has become a very big deal, and rightly so. On June 

19, 1865, in Galveston, General Gordon Granger publicly read 

General Order No. 3, declaring the end of slavery in Texas. But it 

wasn’t until six months later that the thirteenth amendment to the 

constitution was ratified, abolishing slavery throughout the US. 

And most of us know something of the plight of the freed slaves 

and their descendants over the ensuing hundred and fifty years. 

It’s a very sad tendency in human nature to regard certain people, 

or groups of people as somehow lesser than ourselves, to regard 

ourselves as superior to anybody else. It’s been that way 

throughout recorded history, and it continues to be that way. And 

to me the most troubling aspect of it is how some Christians feel 

that it’s okay to look down others, and to condone the 

mistreatment of others, when it’s totally contrary to everything 

Jesus and the apostles taught. How can a person who claims to 

love God and to be a follower of Jesus deliberately defy God by 

refusing to love every other person as yourself? The bit of 

Scripture that immediately springs to mind is when St John says,  

If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; 

for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot 

love God whom he has not seen. And this commandment we 

have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother. 
(1Jn 4:20-21) 

The gist of that is that if you hate your brother, sister, neighbor 

for any reason, then you’re actually demonstrating your hatred for 

God as well. Love of God and of neighbor are bound up together, 

so that we can’t have one without the other. To claim one while 

at the same time rejecting the other is simply not possible. John 

says you just can’t do it. 



Now, hatred doesn’t just manifest itself in harsh words, like the 

church group that protests at military funerals, or horrendous 

actions, like the guy who drove his car into the crowd in 

Charlottesville. It also manifests itself in the way people 

deliberately ignore others because of their different color, culture, 

citizenship or lifestyle. That was the big problem Paul was 

confronting in the church in Galatia. The Christians there were a 

mixed bag of Jews and Gentiles. And just as we all take our 

baggage with us whenever we make a move—baggage containing 

the values, attitudes and prejudices of our former lives—the 

Jewish converts to Christianity in Galatia had brought with them 

prejudices and attitudes that were deeply ingrained by their 

religious culture and their teachers.  

A lot of the Jewish leadership at that time had adopted a very 

defensive and hostile attitude toward the rest of the world, the 

Gentile world. They had a long history of being repeatedly 

conquered and oppressed, which influenced how they read and 

interpreted the Scriptures, and how they taught. It’s much like 

how some Christian groups will embrace certain political 

positions to the point that, without truly realizing what they’re 

doing, they rationalize and distort the Gospel to align it with their 

favorite party’s platform. Because of their hatred for the rest of 

the world, the teachers of Israel in Jesus’ day tended to ignore one 

extremely important thing about their own people, i.e. that they 

were chosen by God so that through them he would bless the 

whole world. God said to their forefather Abraham, “You shall be 

the ancestor of a multitude of nations…” (Gen 17:4), “and in your 

offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you 

have obeyed my voice” (Gen 22:18). Even though that was God’s 

promise, the religious leaders and teachers in Jesus’ day ignored 

it because they hated all the nations of the earth. 

To the Jewish converts in Galatia, the Gentiles they worshiped 

with were unclean. They’d all received the Holy Spirit at baptism, 

and all participated in the same Holy Eucharist every week—the 

two main sacraments of Christian initiation. But the Gentiles 



hadn’t undergone the Jewish rites of initiation according to the 

Law of Moses. And besides, even the apostles continued to 

worship in the temple and the synagogues—it was their primary 

venue for evangelism. The Jewish perspective makes a certain 

amount of sense, given the fact that Jesus was their promised 

Messiah, he was a son of Abraham, and was anointed by their God 

to visit and redeem his people. So it seemed logical to them that 

in order to become a proper Christian, you first had to become a 

Jew, and to obey the ancient law, observing the Sabbath rest, 

offering sacrifices in the temple, avoiding forbidden foods, etc. 

This was the way of righteousness as they understood it, of being 

justified before God.  

But as Paul explains in today’s reading, that was all just God’s 

way of preparing his people for the long-awaited Messiah, the son 

of Abraham who would extend God’s blessing to the whole 

world. The law, Paul says, “was our disciplinarian until Christ 

came, so that we might be justified by faith.” Before his own 

conversion, Paul was zealously obedient to the law, and a zealous 

enforcer of it, as well as a zealous persecutor of Christians. After 

his conversion, however, he viewed the law as a harsh 

disciplinarian. “Before faith came,” he says, “we were imprisoned 

and guarded under the law.” But even slavish obedience to the 

law could never really make anyone righteous before God, 

although it did serve to keep them on the straight and narrow for 

the most part—“until Christ came, so that we might be justified 

by faith.”  

There’s only ever been one person who could perfectly fulfil the 

law, and that’s the giver of the law himself, Christ Jesus. In 

becoming one of us, he is able to do for us what the law never 

could, and what we never could do for ourselves. He alone is able 

to justify us, to make us righteous before God. And the way he 

does that is, to use some of Paul’s expressions, to make us one 

with himself, to hide us in himself, to clothe us with himself  (c.f. 

Rom 6:5, Col 3:3, Gal 3:27), so that as one of my favorite hymns says, 

God will “only look on us as found in him” (Hymnal 1982, 337). “As 

many of you as were baptized into Christ,” Paul says, “have 



clothed yourselves with Christ.” Therefore, since Christ is both 

the author and the fulfilment of the law, there is no more need for 

the ancient rights of initiation and purification, or for slavish 

adherence to the law, now that “the love of God has been poured 

into our hearts by the Holy Spirit” (Rom 5:5), as we read last week. 

What that does is to put all people everywhere on an equal footing 

before God. Christ is the ultimate priest, prophet and king of 

God’s people, who has fulfilled God’s promise to Abraham of 

blessing the whole world by inviting all people to become one 

with him, to hide us in himself, to clothe us in himself, to make 

us children of God and of Abraham by taking us into himself, 

members of his Body, the Church. That’s why in the Church, 

“there is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, 

there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ 

Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s 

offspring, heirs according to the promise.” 

That means that no member of Christ, no one who claims to love 

him and to have been clothed with him, has any grounds for 

believing or boasting that they are in any way superior to any 

other person—not just any other Christian, but any other person 

on earth. No follower of Jesus has any grounds to justify the 

mistreatment, or the oppression, or the ownership of any other 

person. No Christian has the right to pass judgment on any other 

person because of what they look like, or who they choose to 

marry, or how they vote, or for any other reason, because 

judgment is reserved to Christ alone, “who will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead” (Nicene Creed). All of those 

are acts of hatred against other people, and therefore hatred of 

God. So where does that leave anybody who is guilty of any of 

those things? Well, they’re still deeply loved by God, as much as 

he loves the rest of us. And he’s waiting, and eager, to forgive. 

But as long as they’re unrepentant, they’re unforgiven because, as 

Jesus says, “if you don’t forgive others, neither will your Father 

forgive you” (Mt 6:15). That’s what we need to think seriously 

about in these days of open hostility and unrestrained hate speech. 

And as priests of God’s creation, we all need to be interceding 



with God, asking him to fill the world with a spirit of love and 

civility, and to make all of us who have been clothed with Christ 

an example for others to follow. 

I’m going to wrap it up with words from a saint who, during the 

Spanish Civil War (1936-39), saw some of the worst of what people 

can do to each other. St Josemaria Escriva said,  

Our Lord has come to bring peace, good news and life to all. 

Not only to the rich, nor only to the poor. Not only to the wise, 

nor only to the simple. To everyone. To the brethren, for 

brothers we are, children of the same Father, God. So there is 

only one race, the race of the children of God. There is only one 

color, the color of the children of God. And there is only one 

language, the language which speaks to the heart and to the 

mind, without the noise of words, making us know God and 

love one another (Christ Is Passing By, 106). 

In the Name of… 
a.m.d.g. 

Ian C. Wetmore+ 


