
July 29, 2020 

 

Greetings and Peace to you on this feast of Mary 

and Martha of Bethany. You can read their story in 

Luke 10 and John 11. Mary and Martha were 

remarkable for their hospitality to Jesus, their faith, 

and the powerful miracle of resurrection Jesus 

performed in their most desperate hour. Every story 

about them begins with Jesus coming to them, seeking 

them out. These women inspire our life as a 

congregation as we continue to fulfill Jesus’ mission 

for his church even in the midst of the COVID-19 crisis. 

We all experience the strangeness of online church, 

church with masks, and social distancing. We all miss 

the singing, sharing hospitality, and the fellowship of 

meeting together. Yet Jesus still comes to each of us, 

seeking us out even if we can’t come to each other. As 

St. Paul reminds us, nothing “in all creation will be able 

to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.” (Rom. 8:39) 

  

I am delighted to be serving as St. Michael’s interim 

priest-in-charge, especially in these difficult times. If we haven’t 

yet connected in person, please feel free to send me an email at 

FatherJohnAThorpe@outlook.com, or connect by phone. 

Whether we’re at home worshiping online or coming to church 

in person, we’re all part of the St. Michael’s family and I want to 

make sure each of us knows that and feels it. I would be 

delighted to drop by your front porch for a masked-and-

distanced conversation, or connect with you over Zoom, phone, 

or email. Please feel free to introduce yourself and let me know 

why you think St. Michael’s is a special group of people. I am 

always available to pray with you and for you, and to be present 

in those times when life turns upside-down.  

 

 This get-to-know-ya message is long overdue, and there are several topics we need 

to cover. Feel free to skip ahead to what’s most important for you. 

1. Introduction of Fr. Thorpe & family 

2. COVID Precautions 

3. 8:30am Morning Prayer 

4. Music and Worship volunteers 

5. Virtual Bible Study 

mailto:FatherJohnAThorpe@outlook.com


 

1. Introducing Fr. Thorpe and family 

  

 I am originally from Oklahoma and grew up in the Tulsa area.  Beth is from Iowa, 

and she and I met at college at Oral Roberts University and were married in 2001. She 

has a master’s degree from the University of Oklahoma, so we’re both huge OU football 

fans. I attended seminary at Yale Divinity School, graduating in 2005. Edwin, our oldest, 

is going into high school this year. Olan is a sixth grader and Vivienne is going into 4th 

grade.  We all love to read, play music, and delight in all things Star Wars. I have played 

the saxophone professionally and recorded with Christian artist Dave Boyer and 2020 

Grammy nominee Marty Wendell. I have served as a priest in Albany, NY; Newton, IA, 

and most recently as a school chaplain 

at St. John’s Episcopal School in 

Dallas, TX. At St. John’s I also tried 

my hand at teaching French Cooking, 

judging barbecue contests, and almost 

winning the church’s chili cook-off 

(one vote short!). We moved to the St. 

Louis area in 2019 so I could attend 

Saint Louis University and study for a 

master’s degree in religious education. 

In the meantime I serve as supply and 

interim for the Diocese of Springfield.  

 

 

 

 



2. COVID Precautions 

 First, we need you to know that it’s perfectly OK not to come to church right now.  

Each of us needs to gauge the safety of church attendance for ourselves and our families.  

Do what you need to do, and we’ll support you. God is pleased with the willingness in our 

hearts, and there is no distance in prayer. St. Paul himself said he was present in spirit 

with the church of Corinth even when he was absent in the body. God’s love enfolds us all. 

But it’s also hard to see on the video or from the pews what we’re doing at St. 

Michael’s to take precautions against spreading COVID-19, though we are doing a lot.  The 

social distancing is clear to see - big thanks go to Erin for handling worship reservations 

and marking seating that is at least 6-ft. apart. Also, you’ll notice the use of masks on 

Sunday morning. I wash my hands with soap and water before the Eucharistic Prayer 

begins. Additionally, the elements are always covered by an extra pall, and any time they 

are uncovered the priest should either have a mask on or be holding his breath to avoid 

contamination. We don’t make the rules here; all our precautions come from the Diocese 

of Springfield and the State of Illinois.   

 Guidance from the Diocese of Springfield 

https://www.episcopalspringfield.org/wp-content/uploads/Resurrecting-

Incarnational-Worship.pdf  

 Guidance from the State of Illinois 

https://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19/community-guidance/places-

worship-guidance  

 

3. 8:30am Morning Prayer 

It was Fr. Wetmore’s practice to offer a brief service of Morning Prayer at 8:30am 

Sunday morning before the Mass at 9:30am.  Starting on August 8th, we will continue 

that practice. It is an old Anglican custom and connects to the roots of our worship in the 

daily prayers of the Church’s religious orders.  

But in these COVID days, Morning Prayer offers another benefit: it is a completely 

contactless service. If you find yourself wanting to come to church but not wanting to risk 

the contact of Holy Communion, you might consider attending Morning Prayer.   

 

4. Music and Worship volunteers 

 As we keep our worship life going strong, despite the difficulties of these days, there 

are still ways for people who feel able to come to Sunday services to serve and to beautify 

our worship.  If you are an instrumental musician and would like to play a solo for 

worship, please reach out to me or the church office, and we’ll get you connected and 

ready.  If you would like to help on the Altar, we can use a crucifer and occasional torch 

bearers. We have already a very strong group of lectors (who read the Bible readings) and 

leaders for the Prayers of the People. If you would like to join them, let me or the church 

office know. If you would like to serve on the Altar Guild, that can be done contact-free 

and on a weekday: just let us know. If you would like to do these things but you just don’t 

feel comfortable coming to church right now - that’s OK. Again, do what you need to do, 

https://www.episcopalspringfield.org/wp-content/uploads/Resurrecting-Incarnational-Worship.pdf
https://www.episcopalspringfield.org/wp-content/uploads/Resurrecting-Incarnational-Worship.pdf
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and we’ll support you. Our God knows our willingness even when our physical ability to 

serve is constrained.  

 

5. Virtual Bible Study 

No church should be without a regular study of the Word of God.  The Holy Scriptures 

contain all things necessary for our lives and our salvation, a precious treasury of God’s 

love for us. We aim to mine this treasury together for all the riches of God’s glorious 

Kingdom.  But we need your input.  Right now we’re considering a weekly Wednesday or 

Thursday evening study, perhaps as early as 6:30pm.  Meetings would be online through 

Zoom, led by Fr. Thorpe. From you who might be interested in attending such a study, we 

need to know: 

● Which works better: Wednesday or Thursday? 

● Would you be able to attend a 6:30p or 7:30p study on one of those evenings?  

● Would you prefer to study a particular book of the Bible, some other Biblical theme, 

or a spiritual book by a contemporary author helping us understand the Bible? 

 

Conclusion 

Thank you all for your warm welcome to St. Michael’s.  This is a great church with strong 

potential and a commitment to ministry.  As the Mission Leadership Team continues to 

search for a permanent priest, please keep that process in your prayers. God has good 

plans for St. Michael’s! 

 

God’s grace and peace, 

 

 

The Rev. John A. Thorpe 


